The Coming Civilization
not to think we are bringing the events about by
any planned ideas of our own.
But, probably, Mr. Strachey and a considerable
number of materialists would be quite consistent.
They would not bother in the least about suppressing
religious ideas and educating mankind into material-
ism. They would sit down and wait, because they
are quite sure that the events which are coming
will cause all religious beliefs to decay automatically.
The intelligent observer will not, however, have
failed to appreciate the significance of this doctrine.
It is naked irrationalism. It means that when man
thinks he can reason independently of the events
which are taking place around him, he is suffering
from sheer delusion. It is not mind and ideas which
affect events: mind and ideas are merely the result
of events. A man's mind is part of his machinery.
He is a machine, and no more. His ideas of beauty
or truth, and good or bad, are simply the result
of the way his particular machinery has been
constructed, and of the fuel (food) with which he
has been stoked up. He has no control over events:
events control him. That is the teaching of the
materialist school of psychology, which to-day we call
'Behaviourist*.
It is, of course, literally irrationalism, and we
might at first be tempted to suspect the sanity of
those who preach such a doctrine; for when we
describe people as irrational we generally mean
that they have become a little mad. We shall,
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